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Australian Detention 

Alison BASHFORD and Carolyn STRANGE (2002). "Asylum-Seekers and National Histories 

of Detention." Australian Journal of Politics and History 48(4): 19. 

 

Bashford and Strange explore how the then-ongoing practice of mandatory detention of asylum 

seekers in Australia finds historical precedents in both wartime internment of so-called enemy 

aliens and in quarantine detention.  Through tracing a historical genealogy of Australian carceral 

practices, they find that the coerced isolation of these three groups – asylum seekers, enemy 

aliens, and the ill - was driven by racism and fear of foreign threats.  Bashford and Strange argue 

that the discourses justifying the contemporary Australian practice of mandatory detention of 

asylum seekers was motivated by a complex military/security/defense rationale while the 

disparate groups lobbying against the practice were united in their reliance on a liberal discourse 

of universal human rights to oppose the practice. 

 

Further reading: 

 Curtis, F. and K. J. Mee (2012). "Welcome to Woodside: Inverbrackie Alternative Place 

of Detention and performances of belonging in Woodside, South Australia, and 

Australia." Australian Geographer 43(04): 357 - 375. 

 Gilboy, J. A. (1990). "Administrative Review in a System of Conflicting Values." 

Immigration and Nationality Law Review 1990: 491 - 556. 

 Grewcock, M. (2013). "Australia’s ongoing border wars." Race & Class 54(03): 10 - 32. 

 Lovell, L. (2011). "Why Australia’s ‘Malaysian Solution’ is No Solution at All." Oxford 

Monitor of Forced Migration 1(02): 38 - 41. 

 McNevin, A. (2010). "Border Policing and Sovereign Terrain: The Spatial Framing of 

Unwanted Migration in Melbourne and Australia." Globalizations 7(03): 407 - 419. 

 Nethery, A. (2012). "Partialism, Executive Control, and the Deportation of Permanent 

Residents from Australia." Population, Space and Place 18(06): 729 - 740. 

 Nethery, A. (2012). "Separate and Invisible: A Carceral History of Australian Islands." 

Shima: The International Journal of Research into Island Cultures 6(01): 85 - 96. 

 Nethery, A., B. Rafferty-Brown, et al. (2012). "Exporting Detention: Australia-funded 

Immigration Detention in Indonesia." Journal of Refugee Studies Advanced Access. 

 Perera, S. Australia and the Insular Imagination: Beaches, Borders, Boats, and Bodies. 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

 Saul, B. (2013). Dark Justice: Australia’s Indefinite Detention of Refugees on Security 

Grounds under International Human Rights Law. Legal Studies Research Paper No. 

13/02. Sydney, Sydney Law School: 47. 

 Skulan, C. (2006). "Australia's Mandatory Detention of Unauthorized Asylum Seekers: 

History, Politics and Analysis under International Law." Georgetown Immigration Law 

Journal 21(01): 61 - 110. 

 Taylor, S. (2000). "Protecting the Human Rights of Immigration Detainees in Australia: 

An Evaluation of Current Accountability Mechanisms." Sydney Law Review 22(01): 50 - 

92. 

 Taylor, S. and B. Rafferty-Brown (2010). "Waiting for Life to Begin: the Plight of 

Asylum Seekers Caught by Australia's Indonesian Solution." International Journal of 



September 2013 Draft 

2 

 

Refugee Law 22(04): 558 - 592. 

 Weber, L. (2007). "Policing the Virtual Border: Punitive Preemption in Australian 

Offshore Migration Control." Social Justice 34(02): 77 - 93. 

 Welch, M. (2011). "The Sonics Of Crimmigration In Australia: Wall of Noise and Quiet 

Manoeuvring." British Journal of Criminology Advanced Access(October): 21. 

 


