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Private Firms and the Expansion of Detention

Christine BACON (2005). The Evolution of Immigration Detention in_the UK: The
Involvement of Private Prison Companies: An RSC Working Paper. Oxford, Refugee Studies
Centre: 39.

In this study of the development of the UK detention estate, Bacon draws attention to the
essential roles played by the politically and economically influential private prison industry. She
points out that the reliance of this powerful industry on continued profits may have contributed
to the development of the ‘fast-track’ and end-to-end detention procedures as well as the secret
‘White List’ of countries presumed to produce only ‘clearly unfounded’ refugee claims.
Importantly, Bacon concludes, the growing commercial interest in detention will inevitably curb
any emerging official or popular impetus towards exploring non-custodial alternatives or
developing a presumption that migrants won 't abscond if not detained (as opposed to the current
assumption that they will flee).
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