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Social Control and Detention

Mary BOSWORTH (2008). **Border Control and the Limits of the Sovereign State.” Social &
Legal Studies 17(2): 200 - 217.

Concentrating on legislation passed under the New Labour government in the UK from 1997
until writing this article in 2008, Bosworth makes the point that detention underpins a new
“criminal justice” agenda for immigration and asylum policy in that country and beyond.
Bosworth argues that the New Labour approach was to attempt to reduce the numbers of arriving
refugees while also limiting the possibility of legal, permanent migration to the most skilled
labour migrants. These policies have been underpinned “at the deepest end by threats of
detention.” (210) She contends further that the advent of ever-stricter immigration and asylum
controls foster local fear and mistrust of “foreigners” as threats to the British social order.
Through profound state interventions that subject people to surveillance, control, and, ultimately,
detention, resident non-citizens are criminalized and the frontiers of the British nation-state are
shifted from the territorial borders into the community; paradoxically, however, this move of
constricting the liberty of foreigners “may ultimately undermine the agency and freedoms of
citizens just as much as foreigners.” (201)

Further reading:

e Black, R., M. Collyer, et al. (2006). "Routes to illegal residence: A case study of
immigration detainees in the United Kingdom." Geoforum 37(4): 552 - 564.

e Bosworth, M. and M. Guild (2008). "Governing Through Migration Control." British
Journal of Criminology 48(6): 703 - 719.

e Broeders, D. (2010). "Return to sender? Administrative detention of irregular migrants in
Germany and the Netherlands.” Punishment & Society 12(2): 169 - 186.

e Cecchi, S. (2011). "The criminalization of immigration in Italy: Extent of the
phenomenon and possible interpretations.” Italian Sociological Review 1(01): 34 - 42.

e Costello, C. and E. Kaytaz (2013, June). "Building Empirical Research into Alternatives
to Detention: Perceptions of Asylum-Seekers and Refugees in Toronto and Geneva."
UNHCR Legal and Protection Policy Research Series. Retrieved 20 June, 2013, from
http://www.unhcr.org/51c1c5¢f9.html.

e Diaz Jr, J. (2011). "Immigration Policy, Criminalization and the Growth of the
Immigration Industrial Complex: Restriction, Expulsion, and Eradication of the
Undocumented in the U.S." Western Criminology Review 12(2): 35 - 54.

e Dow, M. (2007). "Designed to Punish: Immigration Detention and Deportation." Social
Research 74(2): 533 - 546.

e Grewcock, M. (2012). Public Criminology, Victim Agency and Researching State Crime.
University of New South Wales Faculty of Law Working Paper No 43. Sydney,
University of New South Wales: 17.

e Kanstroom, D. (2005). Immigration Law as Social Control: How Many People Without
Rights Does It Take to Make You Feel Secure? Civil Penalties, Social Consequences. C.
Mele and T. Miller. London, Routledge: 254 - 297.

e Kilein, A. and L. Williams (2012). "Immigration Detention in the Community: Research
on the Experiences of Migrants Released from Detention Centres in the UK." Population,

1


http://www.unhcr.org/51c1c5cf9.html.

September 2013 Draft

Space and Place 18(06): 741 - 753.

Leerkes, A. and D. Broeders (2010). "A Case of Mixed Motives?: Formal and Informal
Functions of Administrative Immigration Detention.” British Journal of Criminology
50(5): 830 - 850.

Miller, T. (2005). "Blurring the Boundaries Between Immigration and Control After
September 11th." Boston College Third World Law Journal 25(1): 81 - 124.

Miller, T. (2003). "Citizenship & Severity: Recent Immigration Reforms and the New
Penology." Georgetown Immigration Law Journal 17: 611 - 666.

Ryagiel, K. (2012). "Governing mobility and rights to movement post 9/11: Managing
irregular and refugee migration through detention.” Review of Constitutional Studies
16(02): 211 - 241.

Welch, M. (2002). Detained: Immigration Laws and the Expanding I.N.S. Jail Complex.
Philadelphia, Temple University press.

Welch, M. and L. Schuster (2005). "Detention of asylum seekers in the US, UK, France,
Germany, and Italy: A critical view of the globalizing culture of control.” Criminal
Justice 5(4): 331 - 355.




