How do we know what we know? 

Methods of Documenting Forced Displacement in Global Crisis

Center for Forced Migration Studies

June 1, 2012

9AM-5PM

Norris Center Arch Room (1999 Campus Drive)
Northwestern University

In situations of conflict, mass atrocity or humanitarian crisis, responding to the protection needs of displaced populations, migrants and refugees, depends on access to and analysis of data and documentation. There is, however an insecurity arising from imperfect knowledge that interfereswith the will and the capability to respond to human rights and humanitarian concerns in global crises. Although the sources for data collection have expanded, the data tends to suffer from deficiencies of unreliability (e.g. NGO and agency drive), partiality/inaccuracy (e.g. urban refugees) or inaccessibility (e.g. Syria, Darfur). Together these deficiencies result in the lack of an accepted standard of knowledge in situations of short term or protracted crisis.  For example: How accurate do the data/statistics need to be? How well documented? How well does their accuracy need to be known? 

This workshop brings together an interdisciplinary group of scholars and practitioners to explore emerging approaches to field research in the social sciences, statistical methods and new technologies as we push theboundaries of how we know what we know and how we come to know it. How was it done historically? What is known and by whom in the field? How do we know when we know it (norms of reliability and credibility)? How can new forms of technology assist in fact finding and capacity building? 
 

Schedule

8:30-9:00

Coffee and light breakfast available
9-9:15


Introduction



Galya Ruffer, CFMS Director

9:15-10:45

New Technologies in Mapping Crisis
Colette Mazzucelli–“Crisis Mapping via Ushahidi (with FrontlineSMS)Implications for Critical Peace Education and Mobilizing the Will to Intervene: The Case of Election Monitoring in Kenya”
William Agade Magenya– “Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor in Namibia: How Cell Phone Technology (with Frontline SMS) was used to record, track and provide data in real time for cases of Child Labor in Rural Namibia.”

Moderator: Galya Ruffer

10:45-11

Coffee

11-12:30

New Human Rights Assessments from Technology and Statistics

Daniel Rothenberg (ASU) –“Statistics and the visibility of suffering: making sense of mass forced displacement in Iraq”
Megan Price (Human Rights Data Analysis Group) – "Different Data Different Stories:  Reflections on Studies of Human Rights Violations in Timor Leste and Kosovo"
Moderator: Bruce Spencer (NU)




12:30-2

Lunch

2-3:30PM 
Case Studies 1: Documenting Protection Needs of Displacement
NergisCanefe(Center for Refugee Studies, York Univ.) – “Rights Denials, Forced Displacement and Systemic Violence Tracking Network: The Case of the Alevi Minority”

ØisteinMoskvilThorsen (Oxfam International) – "Protection vs Advocacy - Crisis Mapping in Conflict"




Moderato: Chizuru Ghelani(York University)
3:30-3:45

Coffee
3:45-5


Case Studies 2: Documenting Rights and Protection



RoniAmit(Witwatersrand University)– “Tracking Asylum and 

Detention Processes”
Jackie Stevens (NU) – "Studying Misconduct in Deportation Proceedings"



Moderator: Benjamin Frommer (NU)

6-8


Dinner(by invitation only)
Bios

RoniAmit is a Senior Researcher with the African Centre for Migration and Society at Wits University in South Africa and previously worked as a research and strategic litigation fellow at Lawyers for Human Rights in Johannesburg. She has a Ph.D in political science from the University of Washington and a law degree from New York University. Her research focuses on rights protection, administrative justice, legal processes and developments in the areas of refugee law and immigration detention.
NergisCanefe (MA Bogazici, 1989, MA New York, 1991, Ph.D York, 1998, 2008 D.Jurcndt, Osgoode Hall Law School) is a Professor of Political Science, Public Policy and International Law at York University, and associate director of Centre for Refugee Studies. Her areas of interest are minority rights, diaspora politics, transnational politics of religion, critical citizenship studies, war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity. For the past 15 years, she taught in Turkey, US, UK and Canada. Her publications appeared inCitizenship Studies, Nations and Nationalism, Balkanologie, Turkish Studies, Rethinking History. She has over 50 academic publications, 2 edited volumes and a single-authored manuscript on Nationalism and Violence. She is also a singer of Sephardic Jewish songs, painter and photographer.

William Agade Magenyais a child rights advocate who has just recently graduated from Northwestern University School of Law with a Masters in International Human Rights (LL.M).Though he is a Kenyan national, he has lived and worked in Namibia for 11 years. He studied for both his B.Juris and LL.B degrees in Namibia. He immediately went on to work for the Legal Assistance Centre Namibia. He started by assisting attorneys with human rights cases ranging from prisoner abuse to child abuse to issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers. He then began to specialize on children rights and issues by acting as an Orphans and Vulnerable Children Protection Officer. Before his studies at Northwestern, he run a Child Labour project funded by the International LabourOrganisation where he tried, amongst other things, to use cell phone technology to combat child labour in Namibia. For more information on his work and children’s rights in Namibia, please visit http://namchildrights.wordpress.com/.

Colette Mazzucelli is Chair, Academic Advisory Council, and Course Moderator @ TechChange.org and Adjunct Associate Professor in the Center for Global Affairs @ New York University. She teaches courses in international relations in the post-Cold War era, ethnic conflicts, Europe in the 21st Century, From the Mughals to Modernity: India’s Democracy and Its Discontents, as well as Global Civil Society in the MSGA Program at New York University. A WFI Fellow and member, White House Community Leaders Briefing Citizens Network, Citizens for Global Solutions, Dr. Mazzucelli also participates in the UN Chronicle Advisory Group at the United Nations and the Board of Directors at the Center for War/Peace Studies. As a crisis mapper, she is a member of the award-winning Standby Task Force (SBTF), which volunteered for the Libya deployment on the Ushahidi platform at the request of OCHA in spring 2011. In addition, she teaches ethnic conflicts as Adjunct Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at Hofstra University, Hempstead, New York, where she designed the ethnic conflicts course for the Distance Learning Program.
Megan Price is a Senior Statistician with the Benetech Human Rights Program (HRP), where she works with the HRP’s Vice President, Dr. Patrick Ball, on designing strategies and methods for statistical analysis of human rights data and leads team members in large-scale statistical analysis projects.  She earned her Ph.D. in Biostatistics and a Certificate in Human Rights from the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University. Dr. Price also holds a M.S. and B.S. in Statistics from Case Western Reserve University.
Daniel Rothenberg is Professor of Practice and Executive Director of the Center for Law and Global Affairs at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. He is also the Lincoln Fellow for Ethics and International Human Rights Law at the Lincoln Center for Applied Ethics as well as a Faculty Fellow in the Public Health Law and Policy Program and the Program on Law and Sustainability. His research and writing focuses on human rights, rule of law and transitional justice, particularly truth commissions, amnesty laws, tribunals and reparations. Professor Rothenberg has designed and managed human rights and rule of law projects in Afghanistan, Iraq and throughout Latin America including programs to train human rights NGOs, aid indigenous peoples by using international legal remedies and collect and analyze thousands of first person narratives of victims of severe human rights violations. Previously, he was Managing Director of International Projects at the International Human Rights Law Institute at DePaul University College of Law, Senior Fellow at the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law School, Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University of Michigan, and a Fellow in the Michigan Society of Fellows. He is the author of various articles and monographs as well as With These Hands: The Hidden World of Migrant Farmworkers Today (Harcourt Brace) and Memory of Silence: the Guatemalan Truth Commission Report (Palgrave/MacMillan) as well as the forthcoming co-edited volume, Drones and the Promise of Law (Cambridge University Press).
Jackie Stevens is a Professor in Political Scienceand Legal Studies at Northwestern University.  Recent publications include "U.S. GovernmentUnlawfully Detaining and Deporting U.S. Citizens as Aliens" *VirginiaJournal of Social Policy and the Law* and States Without Nations:Citizenship for Mortals (Columbia University Press, 2009).  For more

information please see http://www.jacquelinestevens.org/
ØisteinThorsen is a Humanitarian Campaigner for Oxfam based in New York. His work focuses on highlighting the humanitarian impacts of arms transfers to a broad set of constituencies including key UN targets. He is the project manager of www.armstreaty.org an interactive research and transparency tool tracking UN Member States’ positions on the Arms Trade Treaty, as well as the editor of www.ATTmonitor.posterous.com a blog providing consistent analysis from a variety of sources on all aspects of the Arms Trade Treaty and the negotiation process. He has a background in INGO advocacy and campaigning as well as documentary film making.

