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NTNU GEOG 3516 HUMANITARIANISM; THEORY AND PRACTICE
Autumn 2009
Responsible teacher: Associate Professor Cathrine Brun,

cathrine.brun@svt.ntnu.no

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will investigate the role of conflict- and disaster-induced humanitarian action in a geo-political setting. Embedded in humanitarian action are a number of contentious issues regarding the relationships between political aims of donors, host governments or ‘ruling bodies on the ground’, humanitarian agents - and the needs and aspirations of affected civilians. 

The course will investigate the background, current standing, calls and the future prospects of humanitarian challenges. In so doing it will cover the philosophical grounding and the legal frameworks that over the years have been developed to regulate humanitarian action, yet at the same time present and discuss the dilemmas and constraints encountered by humanitarian actors when trying to act in accordance with these laws and principles in crisis situations.  A major objective is to bring about an understanding of this particular relationship, its conflicts and its reciprocity, and how theory evolves out of practice and in turn affects the strategies guiding practice.

THE COURSE WILL BE INTERNET BASED WITH AN OPENING 1-DAY COMPULSORY INTRODUCTORY SEMINAR, 11. SEPTEMBER 2008, 9AM – 15 PM.  

Venue for the introductory day: DL 147 (”Låven”)

THEREAFTER, ONCE A WEEK, NEW COURSE LECTURES WILL BE PLACED ON ‘IT’S LEARNING’ - THE INTRANET SITE OF THE COURSE. 

Three seminars will be arranged during the course. Information about the seminars will be given on the 11.September.

Assignments: The students are expected to submit two assignments during the course: Deadlines: 28th September and 19th October 
Note: recommended readings mentioned in this document are there as a service to you for going more in depth into the issues may be interested to pursue and learn more about. They can also be useful in your work with the assignments for this course. Most of the recommended readings are available online, but some you would have to access yourself through the library or the bookshop.

Week 1: Introductory Seminar – Sept 11th     

Time: 9.15 to 15.00

Venue: In addition to the online-lecture

9.15 AM – 12 PM; Lecture and Seminar I 

What is Humanitarianism? 

Introducing Human Rights, Refugee Law and Humanitarian Law

Lecturer: Cathrine Brun
Introductory lecture on the three major legal pillars of humanitarianism. Principal legal sources to be discussed, e.g. The International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights as well as on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights, the Refugee Convention of 1951 and its Protocol and the Geneva Conventions and Protocols on Humanitarian Law. The relationship between international public law and politics will be discussed as well emerging international trends.

13.00 – 14. 45; Lecture and Seminar II;
Principles and Practices; challenges and dilemmas
By Leonard van Duijn, Department of Psychology, NTNU

14.45 - 15.00; Conclusion
Readings
Anderson, Mary B. (1999) Do No Harm: how aid can support peace – or war. Lynne Reinner Publishers, Boulder. 
Hyndman, Jennifer (2003) "Preventive, Palliative, or Punitive?  Safe spaces in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Somalia, and Sri Lanka", in Journal of Refugee Studies, vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 167-185. 

O’Neill, W.G. (1999). A Humanitarian Practitioner’s Guide to International Human Rights Law. Occasional Paper No. 34, Thomas J. Watson Jr. Institute for International Studies  http://hwproject.tufts.edu/publications/electronic/e_op34.pdf
Stockton, Nicholas (1998) “In Defense of Humanitarianism”, Disasters 22 (4), 352-360. 

Walker, P. And D. Maxwell. 2009. Shaping the humanitarian world. Routledge, London. Chapters 1 - 3 
Recommended reading:

‘What is Sphere?’ and ‘The Humanitarian Charter’ download from http://www.sphereproject.org/handbook/index.htm 

Week 2: Sept. 15th
NGOs,  Humanitarian Agents of Civil Society, their legacy and challenges

Lecture by Associate Professor Hans Skotte – on-line lecture

Readings 

In addition to the online-lecture: Walker and Maxwell chapters 4 – 6
Recommended Readings

Gready, P. & J. Ensor (eds) (2005) Reinventing Development? Translating rights-based approaches from theory into practice, Zed Books, London; Introduction, pp 1 – 44..

O’Brian, P. (2005). Right based responses to aid politicization in Afghanistan. In Gready, P. & Ensor, J. (eds.) Reinventing Development? Translating rights-based approaches from theory into practice. Zed Books, London: 201 – 232
Stoddard, A. (2003) “Humanitarian NGOs: Challenges and Trends” in Macrae, J. & Harmer, A. (eds.) Humanitarian Action and the ‘Global War on Terror’: A review of Trends and Issues, HPG Report 14, Overseas Development Institute, London, 25-36. http://www.odi.org.uk/hpg/papers/hpgreport14.pdf 

Vaux, Tony (2006) ‘Humanitarian trends and dilemmas’, in Development in Practice, Vol 16, nos 3&4 http://taylorandfrancis.metapress.com/media/b5uc1606pl4xum907ywv/contributions/g/j/8/1/gj81085l85046247.pdf For NTNU users only
Week 3: Sept.22nd 
Complex Emergencies and International Humanitarian Interventions
Lecture by PhD research fellow Sarah Khasalamwa 

Readings:

In addition to the online-lecture: Anderson  Part 1; Leader
Week 4: Sept. 29th 
Internally Displaced Persons
Lecture by Associate Professor Cathrine Brun – on-line lecture

Readings

The on-line lecture-text is the key reading for this lecture
Recommended Readings

Barutciski, Michael. 1998. Tensions between the refugee concept and the IDP debate. Forced Migration Review no3: 11–14.

Barutciski, Michael. 1999. Questioning the tensions between the ‘refugee’ and ‘IDP’ concepts: a rebuttal. Forced Migration Review no.4: 35.

Bennett, John. 1999. Rights and Borders, Forced Migration Review, no. 4: 33.

Brun, Cathrine. 2003. Local citizens or internally displaced persons? Dilemmas of long term displacement in Sri Lanka. Journal of Refugee Studies vol 16, no.4: 376–397. 

Brun, C. and Editors of Forced Migration Review (2005). House: Loss, Refuge & Belonging. Conference report, 16 – 18 September 2004. Forced Migration Review http://www.fmreview.org/House.pdf
Kingsley-Nyinah, Michael 1999. What may be borrowed; what is new? Forced Migration Review no. 4: 32–33.

Krill, Françoise. 2001. The ICRC’s policy in refugees and internally displaced civilians. International Review of the Red Cross 83(843): 607–627. http://www.icrc.org/Web/Eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/57JRE6/$File/607-628%20krill.pdf  for NTNU users
Mooney, Erin. 2003. Bringing the end into sight for internally displaced persons. Forced Migration Review no 17: 4–7. http://www.fmreview.org/FMRpdfs/FMR17/fmr17.01.pdf
Rutinwa, Bonawenture. 1999. How tense is the tension between the refugee concept and the IDP Debate? Forced Migration Review no 4: 29–31.

Vincent, Marc. 1999. Protection and assistance to IDPs. Forced Migration Review no.4: 34

All articles published in Forced Migration Review, available at http://www.fmreview.org
Week 5: Oct 6th 


Development-induced Displacement
Lecture by Professor Ragnhild Lund – on-line lecture

Readings

The on-line lecture-text is the key reading for this lecture
Recommended Readings

de Wet, C.J. (2006) Development induced displacement. Problems, policies and people. Berghahn, Oxford. 

Lund, R. (2004) “Representations of Forced Migration in Conflicting Spaces: Displacement of the Veddas in Sri Lanka,” in In the Maze of Displacement: Conflict, Migration, and Change, edited by N. Shanmugaratnam, Ragnhild Lund and Kristi Anne Stølen, pp. 76-104.

Turton, D. (2002) “Forced displacement and the nation-state”, in Development and Displacement (ed.) Jenny Robinson, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, in conjunction with the Open University), pp. 19-75.

Week 6; Oct. 13th
Slavery – old and new challenge of humanitarianism?

Lecture by Professor Ragnhild Lund – on line lecture 

Readings

The on-line lecture-text is the key reading for this lecture
Recommended Readings

Marttila, A-M. Desiring the ‘Other’: Prostitution Clients on a Transnational Red-Light District in the Border Area of Finland, Estonia and Russia. Gender, Technology and Development 12(1)

Skilbrei, M-L. and M. Tveit. Defining Trafficking through Empirical Work: Blurred Boundaries and their Consequences. Gender, Technology and Development 12(1)
Week 7; Oct.14th


Gender, Displacement, and Recovery

Lecture by Research Fellow Suzanne Tete - on-line lecture

Readings

The on-line lecture-text is the key reading for this lecture
Recommended Readings
Gervaise, M. (2004) Human security and reconstruction effort in Rwanda. Impact on the lives of women. In H. Afshar and D. Eade (eds.) Development, Women, and War. Feminist Perspectives. Oxfam, Oxford, pp.301-314.

Jordan, A. (2004) Women and conflict transformation: influences, roles, and experiences. In H. Afshar and D. Eade (eds.) Development, Women, and War. Feminist Perspectives. Oxfam, Oxford, pp.133-151.

Thompson, M. and D. Eade (2004) Women and war: protection through empowerment in El Salvador. In H. Afshar and D. Eade (eds.) Development, Women, and War. Feminist Perspectives. Oxfam, Oxford, pp.220-237.

Week 8: Oct.21st  
a) Reconstruction and Recovery 

Lecture by Associate Professor Hans Skotte - on-line lecture

The role of housing in re/construction, return and in re/establishing livelihoods.

b) Linking Relief, Reconstruction and Development (LRRD)

Lecture by Ian Christoplos PhD, Glemminge Development Research AB – on-line lecture

Readings

The on-line lecture-texts are the key readings for this lecture
Recommended Readings

Barakat, S. & Chard, M. (2002) “Theories, rhetoric and practice: recovering the capacities of war-torn societies” in Third World Quarterly, 23:5, 817-835. http://taylorandfrancis.metapress.com/media/84v16crqrl0wvwtpulft/contributions/r/7/f/r/r7frp2l5dpp1r7t8.pdf for NTNU only
Christoplos, I (2000) “Natural Disasters, Complex Political Emergencies and Public Services: Re-juxtaposing the Narratives after Hurricane Mitch” in Published in Paul Collins (ed.), 2000, Applying Public Administration in Development: Guideposts to the future, John Wiley & Sons, Chichester

Longley, Christoplos, Slaymaker (2006) Agricultural Rehabilitation; Mapping the linkages between Relief, social protection and Development, HPG Research Briefing, No 23 April 2006 http://www.odi.org.uk/hpg/publications_brief.html 
Skotte, H. (2005) “Rebuilding the Community of Grapska” in Returning Home; An Evaluation of Sida’s Integrated Area Programmes, Sida, Stockholm. http://www.sida.se/shared/jsp/download.jsp?f=Utv05-18_SIDA4841en-web.pdf&a=3561

