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Comparative regional protection frameworks for refugees:  Norms and norm entrepreneurs
Workshop: Friday 15th November, Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Charles Clore House, 17 Russell Square, London.

Time: 10.00am to 4.15pm

The Workshop will also be the occasion for the launch of the Asia Pacific Forced Migration Connection (APFMC). 
Information for commentators\ presenters:

The purpose of the workshop is to:

· Compare existing regional arrangements, co-operative processes and underlying norms for refugee protection in the different regions, namely, Southeast Asia, Africa, Europe and South America.

· Determine the respective roles and effectiveness of organisations within those arrangements as ‘norm entrepreneurs’, including non-governmental (NGOs) and international organisations (IOs), and regional organisations.

· Evaluate the role of UNHCR within the three regions and the significance of ‘issue linkages’ between regions, in steering regional arrangements for refugee protection. 
· Determine whether and how ‘burden’ or ‘responsibility’-sharing operates within the three regions, and whether ‘effective protection’ is provided to refugees.  
The Programme (see below) allows half an hour for each paper – 20 minutes for the presenter and 10 minutes for the commentator but there can be flexibility in how you proceed.  See over for the Workshop Programme.

Paper presenters are asked to send either a copy of their paper \ abstract or power-point presentation to me and the relevant commentator by Monday 11th November.  

An informal dinner will be held on Thursday 14th November – details will follow.

I look forward to seeing you all on 15thNovember

Susan Kneebone (Visiting Fellow, RLI)

Workshop Programme
	10am -10.15am

Coffee

Welcome and Opening 

Introduction to the Workshop and Asia Pacific Forced Migration Connection (APFMC)
	David Cantor

Susan Kneebone



	10.15am – 12.15pm 
Session 1: Norms and Actors: Spotlight on the Asia-Pacific region 

Speakers: Susan Kneebone, Alice Nah, Maria O’Sullivan and Violeta Moreno- Lax,

Commentator: Alexander Betts, Refugee Studies Centre, Oxford


	Susan Kneebone, ‘ASEAN, The Bali Process and the role of Civil Society in Refugee Protection in Southeast Asia’
Alice Nah, ‘Networks and Partnerships on the Protection of Refugees: Building the APRRN’
Maria O’Sullivan, ‘The ethics of burden-sharing through resettlement programs: the case of Australia in the Asia-Pacific region’  
Violeta Moreno- Lax, ‘The Illegality of safe third country practices:  Three rules and three regions appraised’ 

	Lunch: 12.15 -1.15pm 

	

	1.15pm – 2.15pm 

Session 2: Strategic Use of Legal Norms in Refugee Law 

Speakers: Martin Jones and Helene Lambert 

Commentator: Maria-Teresa Gil-Bazo, University of Newcastle
	Martin Jones, ‘The development of the Asia Refugee Legal Aid Network’ 

Helene Lambert, ‘Effective Protection in Europe:  the Role of Transnational Refugee Law’ 

	Coffee break: 2.15pm -2.30pm

	


	2.30pm – 3.30pm

Session 3: Comparisons from other Regions 

Speakers: David Cantor and Dallal Stevens 

Commentator: Anja Klug UNHCR
	David Cantor, ‘Regional approaches to refugee protection in Latin America: UNHCR as a Norm Interpreter’

Dallal Stevens, ‘The role of the UNHCR and NGOs in refugees protection in the Middle East: the good, the bad and the ugly’  

	3.30pm – 4.15pm
Wind up and further steps to promote APFMC \ publication of papers \ possible formation of panel for IASFM14 
	


Other observers \ participants include:

AzadehDastyari Faculty of Law, Monash University

Linda Kirk, Senior Member RRT Australia 

3 PhD students from SAS 

